
 

 



 

Original Introduction:  

Welcome to WordsFestZine, a publication 

born out of a partnership among Words, Poet-

ry London, Western University, and Insomni-

ac Press. Our goal this year was to incite writ-

ing that mapped new ways of thinking, new 

ways of being, and, most importantly, new 

ways of imagining the future into which we 

are stepping at this decisive moment in histo-

ry. Our call was simple: we asked for works 

of prose, poetry, creative nonfiction, art, and 

hybrid work that charted the possibilities of 

the present and the multiple futures branching 

out of it, for works that imagined new utopi-

as.  

 We have divided the WordsFestZine into 

three sections: ñPastorals and Post-Pastorals,ò 

ñBreathless but Hopeful,ò and ñUnrealized 

Futures.ò ñPastorals and Post-Pastoralsò con-

tains work that grapples with the beauty of 

this passing moment and looks towards ñthe 

new forms of beauty that are emerging from 

it. Breathless but Hopefulò contains work that 

makes room for the possibility of hope among 

the multiplying tragedies or the world. And 

ñUnrealized Futuresò contains work that turns 

towards futures that are variably impossible, 

triumphant, terrifying and inevitable. 

Supplement Introduction:  

Welcome to the Possible Utopias Part 2. We 

were so thrilled with last year's WordsFest 

Zine, we decided to re-open submissions and 

make a supplemental edition. Words teamed 

up with The Write Place at King's University 

College and hosted a two-part zine 

Talk'n'Shop with Jenna Rose Sands and Tom 

Cull. We invited participants to submit artistic 

visions of possible utopias; we are proud to 

share with you works by eight new writers 

that conjure future worlds.   
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